
June 04, 2015 

A Message from the Principal… 
 

Dear Braeburn Families and Friends, 
 

Well here we are, on summer’s doorstep, nearing the end of a very productive year of learning and growing. I’m 
thankful that for the most part, I’ve been keeping you informed about the accomplishments we’ve made together 
on behalf of our students; otherwise, this would be a very long message at a still very busy time of year. For this, the 
final Sunflower of the school year, I’d like to share a few interesting data points that emerged from the recently ad-
ministered parent and student surveys. 
 

First, thank you to the many of you who took the survey. The information we gathered will be enormously valuable 
to our school improvement efforts. We received a total of 158 surveys. Assuming only one survey was submitted 
per family (although I’m sure that in some cases, multiple parents took the survey which is great) that represents 
53% of our families. Although this rate is down slightly from last year’s 57%, it’s still the highest return among all of 
the schools in West Hartford and is clearly indicative of your interest in helping to make Braeburn School even  
better! 

 

As many of you know, the parent survey covered various areas of 
school performance. The student version, which we administered 
to grades 3-5, was considerably simpler. In contrast to the parent 

survey response rate, the student rate was 100% - go figure!  
Here is just one of the many interesting results: 77.1% of the sur-
veyed students indicated that they are “happy in school most of 
the time.” The difficulty in interpreting anonymous surveys is that 
in hindsight, we almost always want to ask follow-up questions. 
For example, I want to know if the remaining 22.9% of students 
who aren’t mostly happy in school are also unhappy elsewhere. 

Regardless, I think we all realize that school can’t be joyful all of the time, but we will certainly continue to seek 
ways to make learning as fun and engaging as possible. 
 

As expected, the parent survey revealed much more detailed information that we will more closely analyze in the 
upcoming months. For now, here are a few noteworthy items. The percentages reflect responses in which parents 
either “agreed” or “strongly agreed”: 

 “My child likes to come to school each day” - 96.1% 
 “My child is making good progress in school this year” - 98.0% 
 “I feel comfortable discussing my child’s needs with his/her teacher” - 95.4% 
 
(CONTINUED) 

 

 

 

 

 



I am thrilled with these high figures; however, I do recognize that they are all shy of 100%. Also, there are other 
areas of the survey that I feel suggest a need for focused attention. For example, 17 parents identified areas of 
the school (or buses) in which they feel safety could be improved. I plan to discuss those ideas with our School 
Security and Safety Committee this week. Also, 44 of you shared candid and helpful comments in the open-
ended final section of the survey. Several parents offered kind words of appreciation to our staff while others 
expressed specific opinions/concerns such as: 

 A desire for increased communication from school; 
 A distaste for the race/ethnicity questions that are required by the State; 
 A request for expansion to lower grades of various programs such as languages and instrumental music. 

 

Please know that I value each one of those 44 comments.  We will use them, combined with the other data, to 
propel us into our next round of school improvement work that I will discuss with you at the beginning of the 
upcoming year or sooner. 
 

Lastly on this topic, please know that I will carefully analyze the responses relevant to my leadership. I appreci-
ate the tremendous support I have received from parents during my first two years at Braeburn. I know that my 
work is not even close to being “finished” at this time, nor do I expect that it will ever be. I thank you for the  
continued privilege to serve you and your children. 
 

If I don’t have the opportunity to tell you in person, I hope you and your family have a relaxing, fun, and  

learning-filled summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Steven T. Woznicki 
Principal 

A Special Thanks to Mrs. Kramer who has taken 

countless photos of our students, staff, and  

Braeburn families! Our “e-Bulletin Board” in the 

lobby and Sunflower are such fun to view! 
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Writers’ Workshop  
Coming This Fall 

 
 
If I asked you how your children learned to 
walk you would probably respond, “by walk-
ing.”  And they learned to talk by talking, right?  
In school children learn to read by reading and 
to write by writing.  In the fall, all of our  
teaching staff will use an approach to the  
instruction of the craft of writing through the 
implementation of the Writers’ Workshop  
model.  This is a structure of teaching writing 
with the main understanding being that  
children learn to be good writers by writing…
writing frequently,  for extended periods of 
time, and for a real audience.    
 
The block of writing time will begin with a 5 to 
15 minute lesson focused on a single topic of 
writing craft that students need to be taught.  
The rest of the time (20-45 minutes) will be  
devoted to writing!  As the children are writing, 
they are writing about topics of their choice, 
with the end goal of publishing their written 
work.  As the students are engaged in writing, 
teachers circle the room to conference with  
students, individually and in small groups, 
about their work, sharing tips for making the 
writing clear, coherent and purposeful.  The 
writing period ends with the authors reading 
what they have written and asking their  
audience for feedback about their writing to use 
during the next session to strengthen the  
writing. 
 
 

 
What can you do to support this exciting  
endeavor?  Encourage your child to write dur-
ing the summer months!  Buy them a small 
notebook that might fit in their pocket where 
they can create lists and write down things that 
they see, hear and experience during the sum-
mer that they might want to write about when 
they return to school in the fall.  For those  
students who want to start composing their 
own work during the summer, a marbled  
composition book that can be purchased at any 
discount store is the best tool.  Nothing fancy!  
In fact, plain is best!  One of the first things 
that we have students do is decorate the outside 
of their writer’s notebooks to reflect what is 
special or important to them.  These interests 
and likes are the seeds of future published 
works.  You will hear more about this exciting 
endeavor at Curriculum Night this fall when 
you meet with your child’s teacher.   
 
Have a wonderful summer.  I look forward to 
working with all of you in the fall. 
 
Ellen Cercone 
Curriculum Specialist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staffing Update: 
 

Mr. Woznicki is pleased to announce two 
staffing changes for 2015-2016: 
 
 Mr. Tavera will join the  
 Grade 2 Team 
 
 Mrs. Deslauriers will join the  

 Grade 4 Team 



BRAEBURN CALENDAR 
DATE  TIME  EVENT  
 

Thurs, Jun 4  9:00am-1:45 pm Gr. 4 to Westmoor Park 
   11:00am-1:30pm Gr. 3 to University of Hartford Lincoln Theater 
 

Fri, Jun 5  7:45am   Student Council Meeting, Room 136 
   8:00-9:00am  Gr. 5 Strawberry Breakfast 
    

Sat, Jun 6  11:00am-6:00pm Gr. 5 Family Picnic at Winding Trails 
 

Tues, Jun 9  8:45am   Volunteer Thank You Coffee 
   6:00-7:00pm  Kindergarten Celebration Night, Auditorium 
 
Wed, Jun 10  9:00am-2:00pm Gr. 3 to Fern Park 
 

Thurs, Jun11  3:20-3:50pm  PTB Farmers Market 
 

Fri, Jun 12     Fitness Friday 
   9:00am-1:00pm Gr. 5 to Bowl-O-Rama 
   2:00-3:00pm  Gr. 5 Service Project, Gym 
   2:15-3:20pm  P-K End of Year Celebration 
 

Mon, Jun 15  9:15am-1:45pm Gr. 4 to Fern Park 
   1:00-2:30pm  Gr. 5 Continuation, Auditorium 
 

Tues, Jun 16  11:00am-1:00pm Gr. 5 to Luna’s Pizza 

   2:00pm  Early Dismissal, Last Day of  School 

 

 

 

HAVE A 

SAFE 

AND 

HAPPY 

SUMMER 

FOR THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR, THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS  

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2:00 DISMISSAL 



 
 
 
 
 
 

AHHHHH! Summer is almost here.  I can hear 
the waves crashing down, the seagulls singing.  I 
can smell the sunblock and hot dogs roasting.  
Let’s not forget about the Italian ice and ice 
cream!  I love everything about summer!   
This summer, I’m encouraging Braeburn stu-
dents to enjoy all that summer has to offer in-
cluding great books!  I’m asking students to stop, 
drop and read for 15 minutes every day.  Readers 
might look at the pictures in a book, read words 
and chapters or listen to another person read to 
them.  I will give a reading packet to every PK-4 
grade student to help keep track of the books 
students listen to or read.  I will share infor-
mation about 5th grade summer reading as well. 
 
Please consider “catching” your child in the act 
of reading a great book this summer.  Take a 
quick picture and send it to                           
claudine_lavoie@whps.org.  I will print the pic-
ture and use it for a display in September.  Have 
a wonderful and restful summer! 
 

Claudine Lavoie 

Library Media Specialist 

The last day of  
school is  

June 16  

2:00 dismissal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE  

FROM OUR PTB: 

 
We are fortunate that so many Braeburn parents 
volunteer their time to enrich our children's 
school experience, adding to the efforts of our 
hard working teachers and staff! PTB events like 
the Fall Fair and Game Night help to build  
community spirit.  The PTB also provides  
support to families through coat drives and Holi-
day Baskets and shows appreciation to teachers 
and staff. In addition, the PTB also raises funds 
to bring programs and materials to our students, 
such as Airborne Jugglers, One School One 
Book, iPads, the climbing wall, soccer goals, and 
picnic tables. 
 

All of this is possible thanks to volunteers and 
board members who rely on the coordination of 
a PTB President. The President sets the calendar 
of events, plans monthly PTB meetings, and 
supports the VPs, who are in charge of events. 
Unfortunately, we don't yet have a PTB Presi-
dent for next year! If we cannot fill this role, 
events that your children and family enjoy at 
Braeburn may fall to the wayside. If you are in-
terested in the role of PTB President, please 
contact Rebekah Seaton:  
rebekahseaton@yahoo.com. 

mailto:claudine_lavoie@whps.org


Summer Readers Get Even Smarter! 
  

Children acquire skills throughout the school year, but they can lose ground if learning stops dur-
ing the summer break. Research about how much children lose ground over the summer is well 
documented. Harris Cooper of Duke University notes, "Overall, children experience an average 
summer learning loss across reading and mathematics of about one month" (1996). The thing is, 
though, kids don't have to lose over the summer. In fact, you can encourage your child to have a 
summer of fun and learning.  Children who read throughout the summer gain skills, can start the 
new school year with a better understanding of language and the world around them, and discover 
the joy of reading. The more they like to read, the more they will read.  It's not hard to help your 
children keep their interest in reading and learning. Children learn through a variety of activities, 
and almost everything we do presents an opportunity to read. 
 
1. When you're eating breakfast, read the cereal box; if you're in a restaurant, read the menu. 
2. Read the newspaper with your children and discuss what's happening in the world. 
3. Take your kids to the library often and let them choose which books to check out. 
4. Listen to books on CD 
5. Subscribe to a magazine. 
6. Take turns reading to each other. 
7. Allow your kids to stay up a half hour later at night as long as they're reading. 
 
Reading every day, even if it's for just a few minutes, improves children's ability to read and learn 
all year long. 
 

RETURN summer reading logs the first week of  school! 

Minute to Win It Party: The week of  September 14 
  

In library this month, we discussed summer reading.  Each student made a pledge to read 15 
minutes each day for at least 40 days of the summer. The town provides a suggested list of books 
and a chart to keep track of the books your child finished reading.  I’m asking for your support this 
summer to help your son or daughter carve out a slice of their day to read and think about their 
reading. 
  
The summer reading chart should be returned the first week of school and given to your 
child’s new teacher.  All students who return a summer reading list will be invited to the “Minute 
To Win It” party during library class and entered in a raffle for prizes. I’m hoping for 100% partici-
pation.  

Claudine Lavoie 

Library Media Specialist 



THANK YOU 
 
A special thank you to our 
PTB and to Marybeth Bloom, 
Katie Heller, Lindsey McPhee, 
Sophia Papasavas, Dawne 
Quinn and Andrea Sweeney 

for their help in hosting our incoming Kinder-
garten families during our Kindergarten Parent 
Orientation Night and Kindergarten Registration 
Days.   All of our incoming families were treated 
with a warm welcome thanks to the generosity of 
our PTB and the genuine friendliness of these 
very special ladies!   
 
Thank you so much! 
 
The Braeburn Kindergarten  
Registration Team 

Thank You  
Rotarians! 

 
 
 

On Friday, May 22, 2015, sev-
eral members of the West Hartford Rotary Club 
visited with our third grade students.  “Noah 
Webster” came and spoke to the students about 
this special community service project that the 
Rotarians undertake each year throughout the 
United States. He gave them a brief history of 
the original blue back speller and discussed the 
importance of receiving a good education.  At 
the conclusion of the program, each student 
was presented with a personal copy of Web-
ster’s Dictionary.  
 
The Rotary Club has made this a yearly program 
for our third grade students.  Nationwide, they 
have provided over seven million students with 
their own copies of Webster’s Dictionaries.  
We would like to extend our thanks to the West 
Hartford Rotary Club for their generosity and 
dedication to the students of West Hartford.  
Special thanks to Mr. Dana Gordon for coordi-
nating this exciting event each year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Applications for  
2015-2016  

Braeburn PK Program  
  

  
We are excited to announce that there are a 
limited number of spaces in our NAEYC  
accredited Prekindergarten program at  
Braeburn Elementary School for the  
2015-16 school year.  
 
The program follows the elementary school 
day and school year calendar.  This program is 
open to children who were born in 2011.   
Tuition is determined on a sliding scale.   
 
Transportation is available if you live in the 
Braeburn, Charter Oak, or Smith school zone; 
otherwise, parents will be responsible for 
transporting students to school.  For more 
information, please visit  
http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1886 or 
call the Residency Office at 860-561-6620 or 
Mary Stone at 860-561-6635. 
 

http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1886




 
SEPTO needs your help! 

 
West Hartford SEPTO (Special Education Parent 
Teacher Organization) is seeking volunteers to work in 
two-hour shifts to help sell water and soda at SEPTO’s 
booth at Celebrate! West Hartford, a two day fair held 
Saturday, June 6 (10am -6pm) or Sunday, June 7  
(12-6pm).  
 
If you can’t give your time please consider a donation 
of money to purchase or buy cases of soda, iced tea, 
lemonade or water yourself.   
 
Please contact Randi Leopold at (860) 874-3533 or via 
email at Randileopold@comcast.net.  You can mail or 
drop off your donations to Randi Leopold, 54 Bainton 
Rd. West Hartford, CT 06117.  
 
SEPTO thanks you in advance for your  
participation. 

 
 

SUMMER WHEE 
 

 

Why not treat your child to some summer fun at our 
program? This year we will operate from Smith School 
from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. starting on June 17th and 
ending on August 7th.  

The program enjoys the benefits of an air conditioned 
building close to a public pool for swimming. Each 
week we include a fun variety of arts and crafts, sports, 
swimming, field trips and special events. Weekly tuition 
is $230.00 and a $20.00 family registration fee. Call us at 
860-233-5343 for more information. Registration forms 
are on the Smith School website. 

tel:%28860%29%20874-3533
http://w.mawebcenters.com/public/crm/emailcampaign/DR5zzb_r42PdcWK4F7wiV6t0d9pgiVEn/view?c=KzvNElGrt2dGc5OvkhHud4RIkTRkjVJGNQst10nA8TzpG94GnFaAgGSGfZuwZLV+Wpd1j2/jh/Q=&u=mailto%3ARandileopold%40comcast.net


 



 




