
June 2, 2016 

A Message from the Principal… 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Braeburn, 
 

We have reached another milestone in the educational years of your child(ren) with the conclusion of 
a wonderful school year.  These successes and achievements are attributed to our educators, parents 
and students working together.  Thank you!   
 

The end of the year is also a time to reflect and analyze our current school year and look forward to 
next year.  I am excited to share that 166 of you took the time to respond to the parent survey and I 
believe that the high rate of satisfaction expressed by many parents is a testament of our effective 
work together.  My staff and I will continue to analyze the results of the survey in an effort to identify 
school improvement goals and the steps necessary to achieve them. I am pleased that over 93% of 
those of you who responded to the survey indicated that you felt positive about Braeburn’s school 
climate either all or most of the time; however, I want to express my sincere desire to continue to 
work the remaining 7% of you who appear to be less satisfied. Because the survey was anonymous, I 
cannot effectively address the dissatisfaction of these parents without knowing more. If you are 
among them, please accept my invitation to meet with me at some point this summer when we can 
focus together on your concerns without interruption.  While I cannot guarantee your satisfaction, I 
do promise that I will listen carefully and attempt to find a resolution. Please call or email me to set up 
an appointment. 

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know you and your children this year and I look forward to tak-
ing the next steps in our partnership.  I appreciate the tremendous support I have received from par-
ents during my first year here at Braeburn and I thank you for the continued privilege to serve you 
and your children.  Thank you for your involvement in our important work of building a great school. 
Have a wonderful summer filled with great memories, health and fun! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Jeffrey F. Sousa 
Principal 
 



 
BRAEBURN CALENDAR 

 
DATE   TIME   EVENT 
Thurs, Jun 2  8:45 am-1:45 pm Gr. 4 to Westmoor Park 
   6:30-7:30 pm  PTB Meeting 
 
Fri, Jun 3     Fitness Friday 
   9:00 am-3:00 pm Gr. 5 to Sturbridge Village 
   9:15 am-1:15 pm Gr. 3 to Fern Park 
   10:45-11:15 am  TOTS/Sounds Tour Day Choir Performance 
   5:30-7:00 pm  Art Show Opening 
   6:00 pm  PTB End of the Year Picnic 
 
Mon, Jun 6-Tues, Jul 5  Ramadan 
 
Tues, Jun 7  9:00 am-2:30 pm Gr. 1 High-Touch High-Tech 
   12:00-1:00 pm  Gr. 5 serves Rita’s Italian Ice to Staff 
   1:00-3:00 pm  Gr. 5 Build a Sandwich Community Project 
 
Wed, Jun 8  8:45-10:15 am  Gr. 5 to Effie’s 
   10:30 am-12:00 pm Gr. 5 Continuation 
 
Thurs, Jun 9  9:30 am-1:00 pm Gr. 5 to Rock-n-Bowl 
   2:00-3:00 pm  Pre-K Celebration 
 

Fri, Jun 10  2:00 pm  Dismissal Time-Last Day of  School 

Please check out the Lost and Found and retrieve your child’s  
articles!  And remember, tagging items with the child’s name  

helps them go from lost to found.  
Remaining items will be donated to charity. 

For the last week of school, the cafeteria breakfast program will offer a variety of 
items based on availability.  It may vary from the regular menu. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.  
Sheryl Simoni 
Nutrition Services Supervisor 

 

Last day of  School: Friday, June 10 
Dismissal Time:  2:00 pm 
 



 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday, May 19, 2016, several members of 
the West Hartford Rotary Club visited with our 
third grade students.  “Noah Webster” came and 
spoke to the students about this special communi-
ty service project that the Rotarians undertake 
each year throughout the United States. He gave 
them a brief history of the original blue back 
speller and discussed the importance of receiving a 
good education.  At the conclusion of the pro-
gram, each student was presented with a personal 
copy of Webster’s Dictionary.  
  
The Rotary Club has made this a yearly program 
for our third grade students.  Nationwide, they 
have provided over seven million students with 
their own copies of Webster’s Dictionaries.  
We would like to extend our thanks to the West 
Hartford Rotary Club for their generosity and ded-
ication to the students of West Hartford.  Special 
thanks to Mr. Dana Gordon for coordinating this 
exciting event each year! 

A special Thank You to Mrs. Kramer 

who has taken countless photos of  our 

students, staff  and Braeburn families!  

Our e-bulletin board in the lobby is en-

gaging to view and brings a smile to 

our hearts! 

 
 

Thank you for your  
participation in the Square 1 

Art fundraiser.  
 

This fundraiser was a great  
success for the art department 
and PTB with each receiving 
funds and we hope to do it 

again next year!  
 
 

 

Brittany Kearney 
Art Teacher 

 

 
 

The 2016-2017 school year begins on  
Wednesday, August 31, 2016.  

  
The dismissal time for the first day of  

school is 2:00 p.m. 
 

Kindergarten will have one hour visits 
on that day. 

 



FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
Children acquire skills throughout the school year, 
but they can lose ground if learning stops during 
the summer break. Research about how much  
children lose ground over the summer is well  
documented. Harris Cooper of Duke University 
notes, "Overall, children experience an average 
summer learning loss across reading and mathe-
matics of about one month" (1996). The thing is, 
though, kids don't have to lose over the summer. 
In fact, you can encourage your child to have a 
summer of fun and learning.  Children, who read 
throughout the summer gain skills, can start the 
new school year with a better understanding of 
language and the world around them, and discover 
the joy of reading. The more they like to read, the 
more they will read.  It's not hard to help your  
children keep their interest in reading and learning. 
Children learn through a variety of activities and 
almost everything we do presents an opportunity 
to read.  

1. When you're eating breakfast, read the cereal 
box; if you're in a restaurant, read the 
menu.  

2. Read the newspaper with your children and 
discuss what's happening in the world.   

3. Take your kids to the library often and let 
them choose which books to check out.  

4. Listen to books on tape.  
5. Subscribe to a magazine.  
6. Take turns reading to each other.  
7. Allow your kids to stay up a half hour later 

at night as long as they're reading.   
 
Reading every day, even if it's for just a few 
minutes, improves children's ability to read and 
learn all year long.  
 
Claudine Lavoie 
Library Media Specialist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Reading 2016 
 
In library this week, we discussed summer reading.  
Each student made a pledge to read 15 minutes 
each day of the summer.  The town provides a 
suggested list of books and a chart to keep track of 
the number of books your child finished reading.  
This chart will be sent home the last week of 
school.  I’m asking for your support this summer 
to help your son or daughter carve out a slice of 
their day to read and think about their reading.   
 
The summer reading chart should be returned 
the first week of school and given to your 
child’s new teacher.  The number of partici-
pants and number of books read will be tallied 
and reported to the State of Connecticut as 
part of Governor Malloy’s Summer Reading 
Challenge. 
 
If you lose your summer reading form, a new one 
can be printed at  
http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1602 
 
I hope you have a happy and healthy summer. 
 
Claudine Lavoie 
Library Media Specialist 
 

http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1602


 
 
 
 

 Note from 
the Nurse  

  
 
 
 
 
 
If your child has medication in the health room, 
please have an ADULT pick it up no later than 
June 10 by the end of the school day (2:00 PM). 
Any medication remaining at the school after 
this time will be discarded. 
  
We are required by state regulations to have 
new medication orders for each school year. A 
new authorization form is available in the 
health room.  
  
Ms. Flaherty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not returning to Braeburn? 
If you know that your child will NOT be re-
turning to Braeburn in the fall, please contact 
the school office at 860-561-2200.   
 

Not planning to attend  
Sedgwick or Bristow? 

All 5th grade records will be sent to either Sedg-
wick or Bristow Middle School unless you in-
form us that your 5th grader will not be attend-
ing a West Hartford public school in the fall.  
Please let the Braeburn office know which 
school your child will be attending. 
 

Changing your Address? 
If you are moving to another address in West 
Hartford (even within the Braeburn district), 
you must contact the Residency Office in Town 
Hall, 860-561-6627.   The Residency Office will 
notify Braeburn of the address change.  With-
out notification from the Residency Office, ad-
dresses cannot be changed at the school level.   
 

Has your Phone Number 
Changed? 

Please remember to notify the Braeburn office 

of any phone number changes. 

HAVE A SAFE AND  

FUN-FILLED  

SUMMER 





 
A Great Thank You Gift for  

Your Child’s Teacher 
 
Searching for just the right gift for your child’s teacher year end gift? The Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools’ 

Teacher Thank You Gift program is a great way to acknowledge a wonderful and talented teacher.  

 

Here’s how it works: A family makes a tax-deductible donation to the Foundation of $10 or more per teacher.  The Foundation 

then sends the family/or the teacher a special card that says a gift has been made in the teacher’s honor.   The funds raised 

from these Teacher Thank You Gifts go to our Teacher Grant program.  Every donation will go back to helping teachers teach 

our students!   

 

The Foundation is dedicated to raising money from the community to give back to the public schools.  We are non-political 

and town-wide.  For more information on the Foundation, please call us at 561-8755 or email us at  fwhps@westhartfordct.gov 

 
%------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Teacher Thank You Gift 

Order Form 
 

I would like to acknowledge the great work of my teacher(s) this year through a donation to 

The Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools. 

 

Enclosed is my gift of $___________ 

 

Parent’s Name ____________________________ 

 

Student’s Name ___________________________ 

 

Address _________________________________ 

 

City/Zip_________________Phone____________ 

 

Email:___________________________________ 

 

Teacher’s Name(s)_________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

School___________________________________ 

 

¨ Send certificate to me OR ¨ Send to my teacher 
 

Please make checks ($10 minimum per teacher) payable to Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools and send 

to 50 S. Main St., Room 420, W. Hartford, CT  06107. Contributions are tax-deductible.  

DEADLINE: Friday, June 3, 2016 

mailto:fwhps@westhartford.org

