Science CAPT Information and Strategies

1. Know how the test is scored:  
A. There are a total of 65 questions on the science CAPT test. 
1. 60 multiple choice, worth 1 point each
2. 5 essays (“open-ended”) worth 3 points each. 
3. You will not lose credit for wrong answers, so even if you don’t know – guess! 
2. Know how much time you have:

A. There are two sessions for the science test and each session is 50 minutes long. 

B. The 65 questions will be split between both sessions. 

C. You will take both sessions of the Science CAPT on Thursday, March 14.  

3. Know what is on the test. 

A. Content: About 50% of the test is Biology and 50% physical science (your teacher will share additional information about the content of the test).  
B. Embedded Tasks: Over the last two years you have done 10 activities or “embedded tasks” which will be asked about on the test (your teacher will share additional information about the embedded tasks). 
4. Question Types: 
A. Multiple-Choice questions: 
1. Read the entire question.  Circle or underline important words. 

2. Look at the four possible answers.  Cross out ones that you know are wrong. 
3. Read (look at) any non-text features such as pictures, diagrams or graphs. 

4. Don’t skip any questions.  Even if you don’t know the answer, GUESS! 

B. Essay (open-ended) questions: 

1. Read the entire question.  Circle or underline important words like “explain,” “provide,” “assess,” “identify.”  

2. Often you are asked to provide a number of answers.  For example, “Identify three variables for this experiment…”  Make sure you provide the number they ask for!
3. Do not skip any essay (open-ended) question!  They are worth 3 pts. each.  Try to write a response that will earn a score of 2 or 3 on each essay. 

5. Elements of an Experiment: 
A. Remember the independent variable is what the scientist changes (think: Independent Variable: I change), it is also known as the experimental variable.   This variable is always on the x-axis of a graph. 

B. The dependent variable is what changes because of the independent variable and is always measured.  The dependent variable “depends” upon the independent variable.  The dependent variable is always on the y-axis of a graph.  

C. A control group is a group without the independent variable. 

D. A constant variable is a variable that should be held constant (it doesn’t change) so that it doesn’t influence the dependent variable.  
