CAPT Strand 2 POLYMER STS: 
You are trying to gauge the risks versus benefits of using plastic products.    Your task is to evaluate the credibility of four articles/websites.   Information is deemed CREDIBLE if it can be trusted and/or believed.
2 Questions:  (Use the Assessing the Credibility of Information Matrix on the back of this page)

A.  Which of the four articles is the MOST credible in your view? Please give at least two 

      reasons for your choice.

B. Which of the four articles is the LEAST credible in your view? Please give at least two 

     reasons for your choice.

Assessing the Credibility of Information Matrix
	Name of the Article
	Kind of Site

(.edu, .org,

.com, .net)
	Author/

Source
	Date of

Publication
	Point of View of the

Author/Site
	Reliability of the

Information Provided

	Plastic Recycling and the Environment
	.com
	http://www.packagingtoday.com/introenvironment.htm

Packaging Today Newsletter
	None

Given
	Plastics are convenient, but difficult degrade and recycle. Moreover, the many different types of plastics makes sorting them labor intensive.
	This site discusses the down side of using plastics from an industry insider. However, it is not peer reviewed.

	Cleaning Up the

Waste Stream: Recycling Plastics
	.edu
	http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/wasteman/wm0002.htm

University of Missouri Extension Service

John M. Amos
	October

1993
	The benefits of recycling are obvious. Recycling extends disposal capacity, saves money in disposal costs, conserves natural resources, creates jobs, and provides a reliable, cost-effective feed stock to industry.
	The author is an Engineering Specialist, but there is no resume or biographical information listing his qualifications. However, he is not promoting a product, but an idea. No bibliography.

	Why Collect "All Plastic Bottles?"
	.org
	http://www.allplasticbottles.org/

allplasticbottles.org
	2005
	The article is a plea for collecting all plastic bottles not just recyclable PETE and HDPE because this will remove the confusion that the public has about plastic recyclables, hence recycling will increase overall.
	Given that there is no identified author we do not know if recycling all plastics bottles is feasible. Also there are no links provided, so the article's substance is a little bit suspect in terms of reliability.

	Plastic in Our Oceans
	.edu
	http://www.whoi.edu/science/B/people/kamaral/plasticsarticle.html

Wood's Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)

Kimberly Amaral
	None

Given
	The author is very thorough in terms of making a case for the problem of plastics littering the ocean. Moreover, she presents a comprehensive what we can do list. The article definitely appeals to one's conscience to makes its primary point.
	This appears to be a very reliable article given that there are links to other resources, cited references, and a named author from a respected organization. (WHOI).


