
 
West Hartford Public Schools                                                                Exchange Program with Spain  
 

The INTERCAMBIO experience 

INFORMATION FOR INTERESTED FAMILIES 

  
The Intercambio program offers students and families from West Har�ord and Madrid a unique 
linguis�c and cultural experience through a homestay enriched by travel and educa�onal 
ac�vi�es. The program sends a group of West Har�ord students to Madrid during odd-year 
summers (2019, 2021, etc.).  During even-year summers (2020, 2022, etc.) we host a group from 
Madrid with families in West Har�ord. Par�cipants make a two-year commitment, and may 
begin the program either by hos�ng or traveling first. New applicants will travel this summer 
and then host the following year.  Each summer, the program lasts approximately 4-5 weeks, 
beginning a�er the school year finishes and ending the last week in July.  Par�cipants stay with 
the family of the child they hosted or will host.  
 
The coordinators from the West Har�ord Public Schools and Santa María del Pilar (our sister 
school in Madrid) match par�cipants based on age and interests, taking into account family and 
home situa�ons as well.  The selec�on and matching process includes an online applica�on for 
the student and parents, contact with guidance counselors, teachers and administrators, as well 
as an interview with the student.  An interview with family members and/or a home visit may 
also be requested.  
 
The hos�ng commitment for families in the program includes the following: 
 

•  Accep�ng an exchange visitor as a new member of the family (not an honored guest),  
                  subject to the same rules and regula�ons as other members of the family.  
 

•  Providing an environment where an exchange visitor and their family will feel  
                  that you are genuinely concerned for their personal well-being and safety. 
 

•  Providing guidance and understanding to a young visitor from another culture who  
                  will also be subject to the same feelings, frustra�ons and growing pains as all teens. 
 

•  Se�ng an example from which an exchange visitor will learn about life in our   
                  country, including family rela�onships, cultural variances, and value systems. 
 

•  Staying informed of the group’s efforts to plan logis�cal and enrichment aspects of  
                  the home stay (day trips to New York & Boston, spor�ng events, farewell party, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 

continued on back 



Traveling – Summer 2019 
 
Before the homestay in Madrid, par�cipants enjoy a group excursion during which they visit and 
explore historic ci�es in Spain. Many spend �me at a family’s summer home in the mountains or 
on the coast. The cost is approximately $4000 (depending on the exchange rate) and includes all 
expenses except lunches during the excursion and incidentals during the en�re trip. We will be 
in Spain approximately five weeks and return home last week in July.  
 
The travel and home stay components of the exchange program are enriched by several 
ac�vi�es for par�cipants, who are eligible for one high school credit upon comple�on. The 
requirements include a�endance at an evening class prior to departure, keeping a diary, 
an�cipa�on and reflec�on papers, group explora�on ac�vi�es during the excursion, and classes 
and day trips coordinated through our sister school. 

 
Hosting – Summer 2020 

 
Visi�ng students from Santa María del Pilar will spend a month in West Har�ord . They normally 
a�end a special summer school class in the morning. Host families are encouraged to include 
visitors as a part of family trips and ac�vi�es. The coordinators organize a few special ac�vi�es, 
help host families plan group ac�vi�es, and will be on call at all �mes.  There will be a 
mandatory mee�ng for host families prior to the arrival of the group.  

 
 

For more information please contact: 
 Conard:  Dana_Mar�n @whps.org       Hall:   Carly_Bernheimer @whps.org   

 
 

Online application procedure: 
 

There are two separate sec�ons, one for students and another for parents.  
Both must be completed and submi�ed for an applica�on to be considered. 

Students will need to a�ach a photo at the end of their applica�on. 
The applica�ons are accessible via Hall’s website.  

 
Enter “Hall Intercambio” into Google and it will be the first option.  

 
h�p://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1868 

 
 
Applica�ons will be accepted un�l November 30, 2019, a�er which �me their receipt and status 
will be communicated to all applicants.  The recruitment period may be extended if necessary. 


