
A Look Inside:

West Hartford Public Schools
Office of the Superintendent
50 South Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
HARTFORD, CT
PERMIT #751

Distribution Of Connections
An on-line version of Connections With the West Hartford Public Schools is now available at http://www.whps.org/connections.pdf. If you do 
not wish to have a copy of Connections mailed to your home, please email connectionsoptout@whps.org with your name, address, child’s 
name and school. Thank you.
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Clear Paths. Bright Futures. No Limits.

Veterans Day
Veterans Day is an important annual celebration to recognize the patriotism and selfless service of men and women 
who serve and defend our country during both peacetime and war.  West Hartford Public Schools is proud to honor our 
military veterans and educate our youth about the contributions of so many who have helped to secure and protect the 
freedoms we enjoy today.  As has become our tradition, all of our schools celebrate and support learning activities to honor 
Veterans Day.  Our elementary schools highlight Veterans Day with ceremonies, assemblies, and invite veteran speakers 
who address students, read stories, and give presentations.  In addition, musical performances focus on patriotic songs 
and themes of service and country.  Our middle schools provide grade appropriate instruction and activities related to 
Veterans Day and run special advisory programs featuring student and veteran speakers.  Other 
schools connect service projects that will support soldiers overseas.  Our high schools invite 
veterans for panel discussions related to our social studies courses and then treat them to lunch 
and a concert by our elite vocal and instrumental groups.  This musical celebration is attended 
by over 300 vets, students, and teachers and caps the day for our guests.  

Veterans Day activities are an important part of our 
educational programming and provide a platform 
for meaningful connections with our veteran 
community as well as provide students first-hand 
accounts of service-related experiences.  
The meaning of Veterans Day is often confused with Memorial  
Day and thus by inviting our veterans and students to interact, we  
have a meaningful venue to both celebrate our service members 
and educate our children.  The feedback from our veteran community  
has been consistently positive with an outpouring of appreciation 
from our students. So once more, we say to our veterans, 
“For all that you have done and continue to do,  …thank you.”

Upcoming Events

Solisti and Camerata Fall Showcase
Sunday, November 12, 7 pm
Bristow Middle School
 
Ye Olde Madrigal Feaste
November 15, 16, 17, 18 at 7 pm
St. Thomas Seminary, Bloomfield
For tickets email: 
HallMadrigals@gmail.com
 
West Hartford Holiday Stroll
with performances by Conard Jazz 
Combo and Conard Be S#arp
December 1, 5pm - 7:30 pm
Blue Back Square

Salvation Army Holiday Concert
Hall Concert Jazz Band 
December 5, 7 pm
Hartford S.A. Recovery Center

Hall Concert Jazz Band
December 6, 2 pm
Elmwood Senior Center
 
Good Kids by Naomi Izuka
December 6, 7, 8, 9 at 7 pm
Hall Black Box Theatre

Conard Combined Winter Concert
December 20, 7 pm
 
Hall Combined Winter Concert
December 21, 7 pm
 
Men’s Night Out 
January 8, 7 pm
Hall High School

Conard Band Pyramid Concert
January 10, 7 pm

Hall/KP Orchestra Pops Concert 
January 29, 7 pm
King Philip Middle School

Hall Band Pyramid Concert
January 30, 7 pm
King Philip Middle School

Elementary and Middle School 
Winter Concerts
Call individual schools for specific 
information.
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The Bridge Honors Tom Moore 

Equity and Diversity Council Spotlight

This year the Bridge honored Superintendent Tom Moore with its 
“Build No Fences” award. This award recognizes an individual who 
works on behalf of children and families in our community. Former 
WHPS superintendent Karen List shared her admiration of Tom’s 
“student first attitude” which “permeates his decision-making and 
priorities.”  Assistant Superintendents Andrew Morrow and Paul 
Vicinus reflected on Tom Moore’s commitment to clearing the 
paths of students, and his philosophy to do what’s right for kids, 
that “transcends politics and attacks bureaucracy.”  These attributes 
were echoed by other colleagues and West Hartford community 
members.  Director of Continuing Education and Diversity Advancement, Roszena Haskins, 
and Charter Oak International Academy Principal, Juan Melián, reflected on how Tom Moore 
“models and demands that each and every child and adult be treated with dignity and respect 
every day, without exception.” They find Tom to be “an optimist and true believer in people and 
communities.”   

Superintendent Tom Moore graciously accepted this honor but credited his colleagues and 
members of the West Hartford community for “saving kids’ lives every day…giving hope to kids, 
giving voice to the voiceless.”

We All Have a Story to Tell:  Inspiring Equity through 
Community Conversations Project Exhibit
Through a generous grant from the William Casper Graustein 
Memorial Fund, the West Hartford Public Schools, in 
collaboration with The Bridge Family Center, will present an 
interactive, multi-media exhibit: We All Have a Story to Tell: 
Inspiring Equity Through Community Conversations.  The 
public exhibit will open at the West Hartford Town Hall,  
50 South Main Street on Thursday, December 14, 2017 
from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  There will be a second exhibit on 
Saturday, December 16th from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.

We All Have a Story to Tell will showcase the stories 
of a cross-section of community members from 
West Hartford. Through narrative, this project vividly 
captures how these individuals work to correct social injustices 
and create positive social change. Visitors to the exhibit can download the ‘Live 
Portrait’ application to see and hear the gallery images come alive.  Portraits will be posted 
on the Equity and Diversity Council’s (EDC) webpage of whps.org.  A companion book of the 
still photographs will also be available for guests to purchase.   Participants of We All Have a 
Story to Tell will come together in November for dinner and dialogue in preparation for the  
December exhibit.  

For more information about the Inspiring Equity project or the December exhibit, please contact 
Grant Coordinator, Michelle Lacroix at michelle_lacroix@whps.org.   To get involved in the work 
of the district’s Equity and Diversity Council, please contact Director of Diversity Advancement, 
Roszena Haskins at roszena_haskins@whps.org or 860-561-6900.  

SEPTO

China School Program 

West Hartford Public Schools World Language Department 
has established a partnership with the Shanghai Foreign 
Language School, a top-tier high school in Shanghai, China.  
This past June, 19 students from both Hall and Conard, and 
two chaperones visited the Shanghai Foreign Language School 
(SFLS) to study both Chinese language and culture for two 
weeks.  This unique opportunity will be repeated this summer and is 
a full immersion experience.  As part of this relationship, both Hall and Conard families 
hosted students from SFLS for a week in September, and these nine students attended 
classes at Hall and experienced West Hartford and Connecticut.  Opportunities such as this 
program are an important part of our World Language instruction as it allows our students 
to move beyond the classroom, improving their language skills and understanding other  
cultures and people.

West Hartford Special Education PTO (WHSEPTO)
was founded in 2002 as a town-wide parent/teacher 
organization to bring families and educators together. 
This group advocates for students with special needs 
and tries to break stereotypes and increase access 
and acceptance for all kids. Teachers, adult support 
staff, administrators, outside providers, and family 
members are involved in WHSEPTO. These participants 
contribute to the success of this organization.

In addition to hosting informational sessions with guest 
speakers, WHSEPTO also hosts informal “coffee talks” 
each month to offer parents of children receiving special 
education services a time to network and support each 
other. WHSEPTO is proud to support Pupil Services, 
our schools, and teachers with grants for training and 
materials. This financial support enriches programs 
and encourages innovation. For more information 
about WHSEPTO and how to become a member, visit 
the website at whsepto.org, or follow this community 
organization at facbook.com/whsepto.

• The Superintendent of Schools determines 
the necessity for the delayed opening or 
emergency closing of school due to weather 
conditions or other emergencies. 

• Parents will receive a phone call via the 
Connect-ED Rapid Notification Service 
informing them of the delayed opening or 
emergency closing.  The phone call will be 
issued no later than 6:30 a.m.  

• Announcements regarding school opening, 
delays, or closings are made over local radio 
and television stations.  

• This information may also be accessed 
by visiting our website at www.whps.org 
for closings, cancellations, and additional 
information.  

• In the event of an early dismissal from 
school due to inclement weather or other 
circumstances, parents/guardians will be 
notified by the principal via the Connect-
ED Rapid Notification System.  This allows 
parents to be notified by phone within 
minutes.

• When schools are closed early, all school- 
related afternoon and evening activities are 
cancelled as well.

Inclement Weather

Our New England winter is approaching, which prompts us to review with you our process 
regarding delayed school openings and emergency closings.

Please be sure to discuss with your children the plan for your family if schools are 
closed early.


